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We frequently receive inquiries asking, "How 
large should a community be to plan?" The incuiry 
cones from small communities which think that though 
planning is essential for large cities it may not 
be necessary for the small town or the village.Our 
enswer is invariably the same."No community is too 
small to plan and itis becoming increasingly impor- 
tant for small communities to plan." Sometimes we 
are asked why we think it is increasingly important 
for smal] communities to plan and we say, "Look 
whet is happening to them." 

Industry is leaving many of our lerge cities 
for the suburbs of those large cities or for small 
communities which are not suburbs.Many small towns 
are consciously seeking industries,often in a very 
wmenlightened manner.Someof them have recently ob- 
tained new industries without directly seeking them 
because many industries now find advantages in some 
small communities which are not to be found in the 
metropolitan centers.It shouldn't be necessary for 
us to tell people that not every industry is desir- 
able and that the burdens of industry and the res- 
ponsibilities which come with a new industry may 
far outweigh the benefits. 

An industry which cannot bear its proportion- 
ate cost of municipal services is of no benefit to 
the community. Neither, probably, is an industry 
Which reauvires special concessions in the way of 
buildings, tax rebates or cheap labor. 

Look at the burdens, we say. A new industry 
May require additional housing which in turn re- 
suires sewers (sanitary and storm), water, fire 
protection, police protection, schools, hospitals, 
recreation,etc., etc. An industry employing women 
May create problems of domestic relations and ju- 
venile delinouency. You may have to provide nurs- 
ery schools. Perhaps the bénefits are worth the 
costs, but at least know your costs before you 
leap. Too many cities have discovered to their 
Sorrow that the burdens far outbalance the benefits. 
Too many cities have been faced with problems when 


HOW LARGE SHOULD A COMMUNITY BE TO PLAN? 


they were in no financial position to meet then. 

Not so long ago a visitor from the Province of 
Quebec was in the office to discover if there are 
elementery planning principles which can be applied 
to small towns which are acquiring new industry.He 
said that many of the’small towns in Quebec are get- 
ting plantsand offices of United States and British 
industries end that they inveriably are not ina 
position to meet the newly created problems. Ex- 
pansion takes place rapidly withoutany subdivision 
or zoning control. The result is obvious. 

Where there is no pian,pressure groups deter- 
mine what improvements shall be made. Sometimes 
the pressure is greatest for a hospitel. Often it 
is greatest for new schgols. We can vooint to com- 
munities which under such oressure have buiit new 
schools only to learn that withtne declining child 
populetion or because the new people brought in to 
serve the industries are elderly, such schools are 
not needed. The net result is that all available 
funds have been spent,leaving nothing for improve- 
ments which time shows to be more importent. 

Obviously the nature of the planning program 
will differ in the small communities. One dare not 
eeneralize. The nature of the community and its 
industries,new and old, will be important fectors. 
The amount of information available will determine 
in part the cost of the plannine program as will the 
nature of the assistance available from various 
sources. 

Even the dormitory townhas problems which can 
be met best with a planned program. Many are ex- 
panding rapidly. kven without industry there is 
need for new schools,sewers, hospitals, additional 
fire protection,recreetion. An examination of most 
of these suburbs will show that they have grown in 
a haphazard manner and too many of them wili contin- 
ue to grow in that manner during the boom days ahead. 

The only town too small to plan is a dead tow 
-- and planning and discovery of its resources might 
even give new life to such. WHB 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


President Cookingham has appointed the 
following persons to serve as members of the 
Nominating Committee: Robert B. Mitchell, kx- 
ecutive Director,City Plenning Commission, 20th 
floor, Merket Street National Bank Building, 
Juniper and Market Streets, Philadelphia 7, 
Pennsylvania, Chairman; Hayden b. Johnson, Ex- 
ecutive Director,Tennessee State Flanning Com- 
mission, 432 Sixth Avenue North, Nashville 3, 
Tennessee;T.J.Kent, Jr., Director of Planning, 
San Francisco City Planning Commission, Room 
252, City Hall, San Francisco 2, California; 
George H. Herrold, Director of City Planning, 
St. Paul City Plenning Board, 274 Court House, 
St. Paul 2, Minnesota; William Anderson, Plen- 
ning Engineer, City Zoning and Plenning Com- 
mission, Corpus Christi, Texas. 

Suggestions are to be sent directly to 
above-named members.Positions to be filled are 
President, Vice President and three Directors. 


PLANNING EXHIBIT AT NATIONAL CONFERENCE 


The Citizens Plarning Association of Cin- 
cinneti has agreed to mount a limited planning 
exhibit from cities in the United States. This 
will be in addition to the large-scale exhibi- 
tion of Cincinnati's plans. The types of ma- 
terieil particularly desired by Cincinnati are: 
(1) materiels dealing with waterfront develop- 
ment and civic centers; (2) limited access ur- 
ban highways; and (3) urban redevelopment. Ma- 
terials should be forwarded immediately to Mr. 
Walton R. L. Taylor,Executive Secretary of the 
Citizens Planning Associetion, 529 Walnut 
Street, Cincinnati 2, Ohio. Other materials 
can be broughtto the conference when you come. 
There will be a person at the Netherlend Piaza 
Hotel to assist you in mountine your exhibits. 











GO SLOW ON OFFICE BUILDINGS 


Yorterage bankers were warned to exercise great 
cautiou in encouraging another eraof office tild- 
ing construction underthe erroneous conclusion that 
the =revailing restored health of the industry enc 
the low ocercentege of vacancies assure permanent 
stability. The werning came from Leo J. Sheriaan 
of Chicago, who addressed the Mortgage Bankers As- 
sociation of americaat a recent aeceting in Chicago. 
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UNITED NATIONS HOUSING AND TOWN PLANNING 


The following resolutionis taken fromthe pro- 
ceedings of the Sociel Commission of the Economic 
and Social Council of the United Nations: 

RESOLUTION: "THE SOCIAL COMMISSION, having 
taken note of the Resolution of the General Assen- 
bly concerning housingand town plenning, considers 
that itis urgent to set up 4 Housing and Town Plan- 
nine service within the Division of Social Ques- 
tions. 

"It would be the essential task of this ser- 
vice to collect and disseminate in the appropriete 
form, and in particular by the publication of a 
review, ail the legislative, legal, economic, fi- 
nanciel and technical documents relatingto housing 
and town planning. 

"Tt would also have among its purposes the 
oreparation of a draft deciaration of principle by 
the United Nations on these avestions. Finally, it 
would be responsible for preparing the meeting of 
the International Conference of kxperts mentioned 
in the General Assembly resolution, the primary 
aims of which should te the exchange of experience 
concerning building technioues and the production 
of tuilding materiels. 

"This Conference, which would be convened by 
the Secretary General of the United Nations on the 
initietive of the kconomic and Social Council so 
soon as the preparatory measures were sufficiently 
advanced to ensure its success, would be composed 
of experts in building and town planning, repre- 
sentatives of the public housing and torn planning 
bodies and representatives of the trade unions of 
workers engaged in the building trades. 

"In the event of it being impossible to hold 
this Conference before 1 January 1948, the Secre- 
tariet woulc make plensfor the holding of a small- 
er conference,to be attended by representatives of 
war-devastated countries and countries in urgent 
need of better housing conditions, together with 
representatives of countries which could be of as- 
sistance to the others. 

"The housing and town plenning service, which 
should cooperate closely with the Department of 
kconomic Affairs with respect to all ouestions 
felling within the competence of that Department, 
should also secure the assistance of the special- 
ized agencies concerned (ILO, UNESCO, FAO, WHO), 
and also of the kmergency kconomic Committee for 
kurope ani the non-governmental organizations com- 
prised in category A, in which the WFTU takes first 
place. 

"Whilst affirming the necessity for studying 
the problemsof housing and town planning on a wide 
international scale andfor taking into account the 
needs of countries outside Lurope which are under- 
developed and where the solution of these problems 
is freauently rendered difficult by a backward ec- 
onomic end social system, the Commission proclaims 
its will to assist in the first place in the rapid 
reconstruction of the countries devestated by the 
war wherethe housing problemis particularly acute." 


BOSTON—(#)—Erection of outdoor advertising billboards will not be 
permitted in open country cr residential areas of Massachusetts after ext 
tei CHICAGO DAILY NEWS, Wednesday, March 5. 1947. 
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TAX FORECLOSURE IN NEW YORK 


The New York legislature has adopted a bill 
permitting the city of New York to foreclose tax 
liens through the in rem procedure. This is a pro- 
ceeding against the property, rather than against 
the individual. The city may proceed on a selec- 
tive basis without the necessity of handling each 
individual parcel of property separately. Cities 
in upstate New York have had this power, and have 
been able to foreclose the average parcel of prop- 
erty for about $4.60. The cost in New York has 
averaged around $400 per parcel. 


NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING IN CHICAGO 


The Chicago Plan Commission has issued 4 re- 
port dealing with a program for community conser- 
vation in Chicago, and using as an example a one 
square mile area know as Woodlawn, which lies on 
the South side of Chicago, adjacent to the Midway 
and the University of Chicago. The program calls 
for the rezoning of the area, for the elimination 
of certain streets, the acquisition of a number of 
off-street parking lots, park and pleyground ex- 
tensions,and the construction of a government sub- 
center. The report is very attractively printed, 
and illustrated. 


METROPOLITAN PLANNING IN CLEVELAND 


A new regional planning commission is being 
organized in the Metropolitan area of Clevelend. 
The County Planning Commission is to be replaced 
by @ new body. The County Planning Commission rep- 
resented that agency of the government alone. The 
new form offers representation to cities and vil- 
lages as well, and will consist of the three com- 
missioners of Cuyahoga County,the County Engineer, 
five citizen members, and one representative from 
each city planning commission which decides to co- 
operate. If all the municipalities enter into the 
arrangement,the result will be a commission of 64, 
and there will be an executive committee of 1S. 
The work of the commission is to be financed by a 
minimum appropriation of $15,000 a year from the 
County,plus payments from the municipalities rang- 
ing from $100 to $500, according to size. 


PLANNING GEELONG, AUSTRALIA 


Geelong, Australia, today has a populetion of 
40,000, and covers an area of a little over eight 
square miles. It is located in Southern Australia, 
Southwest of Melbourne, and is Victoria's second 
largest city. The community is planning for an ex- 
tension which will some day embrace an area of 100 
square miles. 

Several new industries are coming into the 
community at a total expenditure of #13 million. 
The community is currently canvassing professional 
town planners for a long-range scheme which they 
believe, "will make Geelong one of australia's 
best planned cities." The sucgessful candidate 
will be paid a fee of about ¢1<,000 for his pro- 
fessional services. 


S. F, RECLASSIFIES PLANNING POSITIONS 


The Civil Service Commission of San Francisco 
has at the request of the City Planning: Commission, 
reclassified positions in the department to conform 
with the classification in ASPO's*personnel manual. 
The reclassification provides for the following po- 
sitions: Director of Planning,Principal City Plen- 
ner, Senior City Planner,City Planning Delineator, 
Associate City Planner, Assistant City Planner, Ci- 
ty Planning Assistant, Junior City Planning Ass't. 


INDIANAPOLIS REDEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL UPHELD 


The first proposal of the City Redevelopment 
Commission of Indianapolis to rebuild a section on 
the Northwest side of that city was upheld by five 
Superior Court judges who denied appeals of prop- 
erty owners. The proposed project covers 178 acres 
of land, with an appraised value of $874,515. Paul 
L.McCord,chairman of the Redevelopment Commission, 
assured home owners that nobody will be asked to 
vacate his home until there is another place for 
him to go to. Actual moving or tearing down of 
homes is two years in the future, according to the 
chairman of the Commission. 


COUNTY PLANNING IN OREGON 


A Special Committee appointed by Governor 
Snell has studied the problems created by great in- 
creases in populetion outside the corporate limits 
of many Oregon cities. Headed by William A. Bowes, 
the members reported their major activities and 
proposed a state Enabling Act for County Planning 
Commissions. 

The committee devoted a week to field inspec- 
tion in more than 10 cities. They found that some 
of the fringe areas were almost as densely popu- 
lated as the cities themselves. With future resi- 
dential and industrial expansion expected to take 
place in these areas, problems of sanitation, fire 
and police protection,land values,and uncontrolled 
development will become more acute. Local repre- 
sentatives contacted in numerous public meetings 
all over the state strongly urged planning, zoning 
end subdivision controls. 


STUDY-TOUR ON EUROPEAN RECONSTRUCTION 
AND COMMUNITY PLANNING 


World Studytours, 417 West 1l2lst Street, New 
York City, is scheduling a kuropean tour during 
August and the first part of September. Intended 
primarily for specialists in the planning, archi- 
tectural, and engineering fieids, the tour will 
provide an intensive study on the spot of devasta- 
tion and changes resulting from the war, and of 
specific programs and reconstruction work initiated 
to meet them. The group is scheduled to visit Eng- 
land, Czechoslovakia, Poland, and probably Russia, 
with stopovers in France and Germany. 

Mr. Hermann H. Field will direct the tour. 
Cost,including air passage to and f'rom Europe, and 
covering all living and travel expenses, New York 
to New York, will be $1,595. 
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PERSONALS 


Harry E. Bergh, for seventeen years with the 
Los Angeles Regional Planning Commission, and more 
recently planning director for the city of Palm 
Springs, California, has been appointed land plan- 
ner for Orange County (Santa Ana) California. 





Miss Elizabeth E. Halton, honorary secretary, 


and Mr. G.L. Pepier, chairman of the International 
Federation for Housing and Town Plenning, were re- 
cently married. 





Gabriel C.Harman and Robert i. O'Donnell have 
formed an essociation for the practice of land- 
scape architecture and land planning, including 
town planning, with offices at 628-l15th Street, 
Denver 2, Colorado. 





Joseph M. Heikoff has resigned from the staff 
of the Regional Plan Association of New York, and 
has accepted a position with the regional office 
of the Federal Housing Administration as a land 
planning engineer. 





Miss Elisabeth M. Herlihy, chairman of the 
Massachusetts State Planning Board, has been ill 
for the past three months. She is just now getting 
back to her office. 





Pat Hetherton, who has been serving as deputy 
director of the California State Reconstruction and 
Reemployment Commission, has joined the U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce in the San Francisco office. 





Alan McClennen, who has just completed his 
work for a Master's Degree in City Planning at MIT, 
is serving as secretary of the Community Develop- 
ment Committee of the New England Council. 





Robert B. Mitchell, executive director of the 
City Planning Commission in Philadelphia, has been 
ill for a number of weeks, but has now returned to 
the office. 





C. H. Overman, director and secretary of the 
Florida State Improvement Commission, has been 
named regional director of the Association of State 
Planning and Development Agencies and chairman of 
the Southeastern Chapter of ASPDA. 





Andre Sive, ASPJ ‘member, who visited this 
country not long ago with a French delegation, is 
now assistant chief planner ofthe Military Govern- 
ment. of the Sarre. 





Walter A. Wachter, who has been serving as 
executive director of the Planning Board of White 
Plains, New York, has returned to Greenwich, Con- 
necticut, as of the lst of April. 





Wilson W. Wyatt has returned to the practice 
of law in Louisville, Kentucky. He is a member of 
the firm of Wyatt and Grafton, with offices in the 
Marion E. Taylor Building. 
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE 


Eugene, Oregon: Planning Consultant with 
Bureau of Municipal Research,University of Ore- 
gon. Experienced man wanted, preferably with 
engineering background.Salary $4,000 to $5,000 
per year. 





Saginaw, Michigan: Senior Planner. Sal- 
ary range $4,260 to $4,740 per year. Requires 
considerable experience in professional or 
sub-professional planning. Write Personnel 
Advisory Board, Saginaw, Michigan. Last date 
for filing application May 1, 1947. 





Saginaw, Michigan: Traffic Planner. Sal- 
ary range $3,700 to $4,060. Requires some ex- 
perience in traffic and transportation work in 
a professional or sub-professional capacity. 
Write Personnel Advisory board, Saginaw,Michi- 
gan. 





Green Bay, Wisconsin: 
with some experience to direct planning pro- 
gram. Salary $5,000 per year. Send details 
to John A. Borgenson, Executive Secretary, 
Green Bay Association of Commerce. 


Wants city planner 














OKLAHOMA INSTITUTE OF COMMUNITY PLANNING 


An Institute of Community Planning was held 
at the University of Oklahoma in Norman, Oklahoma, 
March 26th and 27th, under the sponsorship of the 
University Extension Division, the Oklahoma Muni- 
cipal League, the Oklahoma Planning and Resources 
Board, and the University Institute of Community 
Development. Dr. Leonard Logan, Director of the 
Institute of Community Development, directed the 
Institute. 

Among the participants were Waiter Blucher, 
who opened the meeting with an address entitled 
"Why Plan?", This was followed by J. Franklin Bon- 
ner of Monroe County with "What Is This Job of 
Community Planning." Dr. Louis Wirth, Professor 
of Sociology at the University of Chicago, varti- 
cipated in the Institute, and also gave the Daniel 
Lecture entitled "Wnat Is tne Best Form of Govern- 
ment for the Heppiness of Mankind? - Planning for 
Freedom." Dr. Wirth proved conclusively that the 
greatest freedom is to be obtained through demo- 
cratic planning. William Dow, Assistant Municipal 
Counselor of Oklahoma City,reviewed Oklahoma plan- 
ning legislation, pointing out the shortcomings of 
existing legislation and describing a bill now 
pending in the Legislature. Dr. H. V. Thornton, 
Professor of Government at the University of Okla- 
homa, discussed "How to Organize a Planning Com- 
mission in Your Community." The last session was 
devoted primarily to the interest of Chambers of 
Commerce in planning. The meeting was attended by 
a considerable number of representatives of Cham- 
bers of Commerce, and by a number of city managers 
and other public officials in Oklahoma. 
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LEGISLATION—ADOPTED 
State 


Georgia: Metropolitan planning. The Georgia 
legislature has adopted a bill providing for a met- 
ropolitan planning commission for Fulton and DeKalb 
Counties. The Commission is to prepare a master 
plan for the orderly growth and development of the 
metropolitan district. There will be 14 members, 
four of whom will be citizens of Atlanta, three 
citizens of Fulton County, three of DeKalb County, 
the chairman of the Fulton County Planning Commis- 
sion, the Commissioners of Roads and Revenue of 
DeKalb, and the Mayors of Atlanta and Decatur. 

Funds to pay the expenses of the commission 
will be provided on this basis: City of Atlanta, 
40 per cent, and 60 per cent pro rata from Fulton 
and DeKalb counties. 


Indiana: Chapter 174 provides for the devel- 
opment, through planning’ and zoning, of urban and 
rural areas. This act is described in the March 
issue of the News Letter (Senate Bill No. 17.) 


Maryland: State Planning Commission. Senate 
Bill 4 amends the state planning commission law and 
adds a new Section 5A. The State Planning Commis- 
sion is to compile and make available a list or in- 
ventory of current research being conducted by the 
several state departments, institutions, officials 
or agencies. It is the duty of every state depart- 
ment, institution, etc., conducting any research 
work to report tothe State Planning Commission the 
nature and purpose of the study, and anticipated 
date of its completion and probable publication. 
Work of a confidential nature need notbe reported. 


LEGISLATION—PROPOSED 
State 
Maryland: State Planning Commission. Senate 


Bill’ 5 amends the State Planning Commission law to 
provide that the planning commission shall prepare 
and keep upto date a long-term development program 
of major state improvement projects. The various 
state departments, etc., shall prepare and submit 
to the planning commission not later than July lst 
of the even numbered years their proposals for ma- 
jor projects. 


Maryland: State Planning Commission. Senate 
Bill 6 amends the state planning commission law to 


provide for a change in membership. 


Oregon: House Bill 418. County Planning and 
Zoning. Authorizes the governing body to create a 


county. planning commission to consist of five,sev- 
en or nine members.Commission is empowered to make 
and adopt a development pattern for the- physical 
and economic development of the county. The county 
planning commission shall adviseand cooperate with 
other planning commissions within the state, and 
may prepare and submit to the governing body of 
the county drafts of ordinances for the purpose of 
carrying out the development pattern. The govern- 
ing body of the county is authorized to adopt such 
ordinances, provided that no ordinance adopted 
under this act shall regulate lands used for graz- 
ing, agriculture, horticulture or for the growing 
of timber. The governing body is authorized to 
adopt regulations for the subdivision of land. 


Oregon: Senate Bill No. 308. Rural Zoning. 
Federal 
S. 866: National Housing Commission BilL. 


The bill provides for the creation of a permanent 
national housing commission composedof an adminis- 
trator and a coordinating councii, composed of the 
administrator,the heads of the Federal Public Hous- 
ing Administration,the Federal Housing Administra- 
tion, and the Federal Home Loen Bank Administration, 
and representatives of the Department of the Treas- 
ury, Agriculture, Veterans Administration, RFC, 
and any other federal agencies that the President 
might designate. 

Of particular interest to planners is Title 
VIII dealing with land assembly and preparation 
for redevelopment. It is proposed that federal and 
local aid will be combined to reduce the cost of 
land for redevelopment down to the point where its 
re-use is in accord with sound planning principles, 
and where the land might be made available for pri- 
vate enterprise. To carry out the plan, the sec- 
tion provides $500 million in temporary federal 
loans which must be repaid in full with interest in 
five years, and for a five-year program in perma- 
nent loans at the rate of $50 miilion a year, re- 
payable in full with interest during a period 
of not more than 45 years. Title IX deals with 
urban low-rent housing, and would provide for a 
continuation of a public low-rent housing pro- 
gran. 





CITY PLANNING COURSE AT MICHIGAN STATE 


The curriculumin landscape architecture under 
Prof. Harold Lautner at Michigan State College has 
been revised to include the study of urban plan- 
ning. 

"Students working inthisfield will study meth- 
ods of collecting and using basic data, appropri- 
ately arranging the different kinds of land uses, 
devising and applying protectivey regulations, traf- 
fic control ad arranging systemsof major thorough- 
fares,and planning law pertaining to zoning, plat- 
ting and housing." 


NEW JERSEY FEDERATION OFFICERS 


Officers recently elected by the New Jersey 
Federation of Official Planning Boards are: Pres- 
ident - Samuel Rabkin, Unign; V. Pres. - George E. 
Davis, Irvington; Treas. - William G. McDowell, 


Plainfield; Sec. - John R. Burnett, Newark; Direc- 
tors:-Harry Hosking, Livingston;Marcel Villanueva, 
Orange; Benjamin M. Taub, Passaic; John k. Sloane, 

Wm. T. 
Haworth; 
Prof. Edward b. Wiikens, 
Henry G. Atkinson, Alpine. 


West Orange; A. Thornton Bishop, Teaneck; 
Vanderlipp, Trenton; R. D. Patterson, 

Robert Fleming, Clifton; 
New Brunswick; 
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LOWER PENINSULA PLANNING COMMISSION OF VA. 


The Lower Peninsula Planning Commission of 
Virginia,made up of representatives of six separate 
political subdivisions,has issued its first report. 
It is the first commission of its kind to take ad- 
ventage of the Virginia law authorizing the creation 
of regional planning agencies. Contributions to a 
1945 budget of $21,000 were made by the six partic- 
ipating communities on the basis of population. 
The report lists projects completed since the cre- 
ation of the Commission, and sets forth a program 
of future activities. To eccomplish its program 
there has been a high degree of citizen participa- 
tion in working committees. 


SERVICE LOT FAILS 
AS TRAFFIC CURE 


(This ig another in a series of articles analyzing Denver's 
parking needs and suggested solutions.) 
By ROBERT STAPP. 
Denver Post Staff Writer. 

Two young Denver businessmen took a look at the cars tagging 
bumber-to-bumper around Denver's downtown streets, and cooked 
up an idea which they figured would benefit the city and make 
themselves some money. 

They built a 5,200-square-foot parking lot at oa boulevard 
and Champa street with a capacity AVERAGE 200 DAILY. 
of 1,000 cars a day. They enlisted Yn order to ‘make expenses, 





the backing of a couple of depart- 
ment stores, and, with considerable 
fanfare, launched the Shoppers 
Parking service. 


USED STATION WAGON. 

For 10 cents an hour and a max- 
imum of 50 cents for all day, a 
shopper could park his car in the 
lot, take a station wagon free to 
one of the sponsoring stores and 
Teturn the same way. He didn't 
even have to patronize the store. 
If he was goirig to a show or going 
to work, he could use the service. 

But it hasn't worked out. Mar- 
vin Goldfarb, who with Marvin 
Pooley operates the service, said: 
“Apparently we just haven't sold 
it to the public. It should make 
money on its own, but the only 
thing that's keeping us going is the 
sponsors’ subsidy. The two orig- 
inal sponsors dropped out, and we 
have six others now. They aren't 
getting their money’s worth, but 
they feel they are contributing to 
the relief of the acute parking 
congestion in the downtown area, 
and if the idea ever catches on it 
Will be worth while for everyone.” 
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Goldfarb said, the lot should ac- 
commodate a minimum of 500 
cars a day. However, it is averag- 
ing only 200 cars a day. Only four 
of the company’s six station wag- 
ons are in operation regularly. 

“I can’t understand it,” said 
Goldfard. “In Oklahoma City they 
are considering adopting the serv- 
\ice and assessing all the merchants 
lin the downtown area. In Chicago 
| the merchants run a shuttle serv- 
ice from the parking lot at Sol- 
dier’s field and the city has con- 
tributed $60,000 toward the cost 
If we could keep 700 cars in our 
lot, it would be the equivalent of 
2,100 car-hours on streets and lots 
in the business district. It’s really 
quicker and cheaper just to drive 
to our lot and take the shuttle, 
rather than drive aimlesslv around 
the. block looking for a place to 
| Park 


| The Shoppers Service illustrates 
one of the difficulties the city 


would encounter in establishing 
fringe parking lots. People prefer 
to drive directly to their destina- 


tion—regardless of how many times 
they must circle the block after 
they get there. 








YOUNG PROFESSIONALS' STUDY GROUP 


A series of weekly seminars on planning, based 
on the book Local Planning Administration,is being 
completed in Chicago by a group of men and women 
frou various publicand private offices in the city, 
This project was conceived as a refresher course 
for veterens,as an introduction to certain aspects 
of planning for some, and as a center for the ex- 
change of recent information on planning for all. 
The group, meeting regularly in the offices of the 
Chicago Housing Authority,elected Ira J. Bach, ex- 
ecutive directorof the Cook County Housing Author- 
ity, as permanent chairman, and different members 
of the group were appointed to lead the discussion 
at each meeting. In this manner everyone partici- 
pated and shared in the responsibility for the 
course. 

Enrollment in the seminar included executives 
and staff membersof the Chicago Housing Authority, 
Chicago Park District, Chicago Plan Commission, 
Cook County Housing Authority,Federal Public Hous- 
ing Authority,National Housing Agency and the Med- 
ical Center Commission. 

Among those who are enrolled in the seminar 
ere Frederick T. Aschman, Edwin F. Anderson, Iris 
Ashwell, Ira J. Bach,William Benn, Carleton Block, 
Samuel’J. Cullers, John M. Ducey, Joseph D. Hoff- 
man, Beatrice Horneman, Reinhard Lesser, Claire E. 
Oneal, Harry Schaffner, Minnie Speiglman, C. Bert 
Strandberg, Edwin C. Thibodeaux, Stephanie Wieser, 
Albert A. Wells and Robert Wrigley. 


ANNUAL REPORTS 


Annual Report 1945-46. The Regional Planning Con- 
mission,County of Los angeles, Room 625, 205 South 
Broadway,Los Angeles 12,California;Mrs. L.S. Baca, 
Chairman. November 15, 1946. 21 pp.maps,graphs, 
charts, tables. 





The Thirtieth Annual Report of the City Plan Com- 
mission. City Plan Commission of Saint Louis, 342 
Civil Court House, Saint Louis 1, Missouri; E. J. 
Russell, Chairman. December, 1946. 55pp.mimeo. 
maps, tables. 





Planning Detroit 1945. 


City Plan Commission, De- 
troit, Michigan. 





Your City Government in Action. A Report of’ the 





130 GARAGES 


QUIT IN BOSTON 


Approximately 130 garages,representing nearly 


two-thirds of all Boston's 


pre-war automobile stor- 


age space,have quit the business since 1940,accord- 
ing to a recent Christian Science Monitor story. 
These garages have been converted into more profit- 
able warehouses, machine shops,beauty parlors, and 
bowling alleys. This at a time when garage spaces 
in downtown Boston are renting at from $15 to $30 
per month. The garage owners claim that even at 
the vastly higher garage fee, they are barely able 
to keep their incomes aheadof mounting wages, soar- 
ing insurance costs of all kinds, workmen's compen- 
sation, and increasing operating costs. 
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City Manager. "Planning", pp.14,15. The City of 
Wichita, kxecutive Department, Office of City Man- 
ager, City Building, Wichita, Kansas; Russell E. 
McClure, City Manager. 1946. 50pp.illus.graphs, 
charts, tables. 


Planning in Utah County 1946. First Annual Report. 
Utah County Planning Association, City and County 
Building, Provo, Utah; I. Dale Despain, Planning 
Director. February 10, 1947. Unpaged,mimeo.tables. 








Accomplishments 1946. City Planning Commission, 
Room 361, City Hall, Los Angeles 12, California; 
Charles B. Bennett, Director of Planning. 1947. 


49pp.illus.maps,tables,grapns,charts. 
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Quarry Prohibited in Residential Area: How Far May 
a Court Go in Substituting Its Opinion For That of 
Legislative Body? 

Davidson County, Tennessee, et al. v. Ralph 
Rogers, et al, (January 11, 1947), Unreported, Gailor, 
Justice, Case was brought, by Davidson County to 
restrain defendants from utilizing property as a 
stone ouarry.In the county zoning ordinance adopt- 
ed in July 1940, the territory in cuestion lying 
outside of municipal corporations was zoned as un- 
classified. Subsequently, an attempt was made to 
rezone it for agricultural purposes, and to change 
the agriculturai: classification so as to prohibit 
quarrying. At a later date, namely, in April 1945, 
the territory was rezoned and classified as Resi- 
dential C.Testimony showed that the trend of resi- 
dential development outside of Nashville was in 
this direction, and that the best use of the prop- 
erty would be for residential purposes. 

In a very clear and distinguished opinion, tne 
court stated, "The very Limited scope of judicial 
review must be kept in mind lest this Court in er- 
ror, substitute its judgment for thatof the Legis- 
lature." After trying to point out where the line 
of demarcation lies,the court said:"From the fore- 
going authorities it is clear that the scope of ju- 
dicial review is very limited. The line of demar- 
cation between the legislation which is 'arbitrary' 
and 'confiscatory' and which,therefore, the Courts 
may strike down, and that legislation which is be- 
yond judicial reach because finally lodged in the 
legislative power, is hard to draw. Here the Court 
would be justified in striking down the resolution 
under attack,only if it was made clear beyond doubt, 
that the restrictions imposed by the resolution 
were directed at these Defendants and not imposed 
in the general public interest. The Court, of 
course,cannot indulge in speculation or suspicion, 
but must determine the ouestion on the evidence as 
it is presented in this record." 








Church in Residential District: What Constitutes 
Adeouate Notice? Board of Appeals, Variance for 
Church: Parking Lot as Part of Church. 

Keeling et al. v. Board of Zoning Appeals of 
City of Indianapolis et al., Appellate Court of 
Indiana, in Banc (November 21, 1946), 60 Northeast- 
ern (24) 613.The trustees of two Methodist church- 
es petitioned the Board of Zonine Appeals in the 
city of Indianapolis for a permit to construct a 
large Methodist church, combinine the two congre- 
gations in an area zoned for residential purposes. 
After a hearing before the Zoning Board of Appeals 
the oermit was granted. This is an appeal to the 
courts by a large number of adjacent property own- 
ers who protested against the church. 

The zoning ordinance of the city of Indiana- 
polis provides for a number of use classifications. 
In residence classes,dwellings, churches, schools, 
oublic libraries, etc., are permitted. Churches, 
however, are apparently permitted only "on a lot 
determined by the Zoning Board of Avpeals after 
public notice and hearing to be so located that 











PLANNING (INCLUDING ZONING) LAW AND LEGISLATION 
Prepared by Walter H. Blucher 


such building will, in the 
Board, substantially 
and welfare, and will not substantially or perma- 
nently injure the appropriate use of neighboring 
property." The court held that under the law, 
whether or not the Board should vary the ordinance 
is a matter for the Board to determine in its sound 
discretion, and this descretionary power of the 
Board is not subject to review except by a proper 
court upon a petition duly verified. "Courts will 
not assume the duties of ministerial fact-finding 
bodies, but will only intervene where the minis- 
terial officer of board has acted unlawfully, ar- 
bitrarily, or unreasonably." 

The zoning ordinance provides that petitioner 
for a variance shall give five days' noticeby reg- 
istered mail to interested parties. The applica- 
tion for a variance was filed on August 16, 1945, 
and the hearing was set for August 27, 1945. The 
notices were sent by registered mail, posted on 
Aucust 22, 1945. The court held this to be ade- 
cuate notice. Publication of the notice was made 
on August 20, 1945. The court hela this to be ade- 
quate notice also. 

Petitioners objected to the parking lot and 
playground which was to serve the church. The 
court said:"We hold that the right to erect and use 
a modern church building mey in a proper case,such 
as the one before us,include a parking lot for the 
use of members in attending church services and 
any meetings held by the church..." The court 
properly held that this was not a variance granted 
because of unnecessary hardship. .A great deal of 
confusion would be eliminated if situations of this 
kind were not described as variances, but as au- 
thorized exceptions to the ordinance, which excep- 
tions should of course be strictly defined and lim. 
ited. 


judgment of the said 
serve the public convenience 


Nonconforming Use - What is an Extension? 

Lane v. Bigelow et al., Court of Brrors and 
Appeals of Wew Jersey (danuary 17, 1947), 50Adtlan- 
tic (24) 638. Respondent is the owner of premises 
located at the Southwest corner of Heller Parkway 
and Woodside Avenue in Newark, New Jersey. Fora 
period of 22 years, there were on said vremises a 
public garage, and some 33 individual garages, two 
of the latter having been converted into a store, 
and one into an automobile repair station. The 
premises were built around an interior court in 
which there were installed and operated two gaso- 
line pumps. Respondent made an application to the 
building inspector for a permit to change the 
structure to a modern drive-in service station.A- 
mong other things,the present 8 foot driveway would 
be increased to approximately 43 feet. The build- 
ing inspector denied the permit on the ground that 
the changes would be disadvantageous to the owners 
of residences, and an increase in the bresent haz- 
ardous conditions. The majority of the court held 
that this was not an extension of a nonconforming 
use, and that the permit should be granted. Jus- 
tice Heher and three others dissented. 
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BOOKS, PAMPHLETS, AND REPORTS 
ASPO does not have copies of the following publications for 


distribution. 


THE FUTURE OF HOUSING. Charles Abrams. 
Brothers, 49 East 33rd Street, New York 16, New 
York. 1947. 428pp.illus.charts,tables. $5.00. 
(This is an important and provocative book. It 
deals with all the ills and problems of housing; 
it describes the solutions offered to date, most 
of which have been failures. There is a very in- 
teresting chapter on judicial enlightenment, show- 
ing how backward some courts have been in accept- 
ing social progress. There are excellent chapters 
on housing finance, and on subsidies. The final 
chapter contains the author's suggestions for hous- 
ing reform.) 


Harper & 


ECONOMY OF THE AREA. City Planning Commission of 
Cincinnati, 222-4 City Hall, Cincinnati, Ohio; Er- 
nest Pickering, Chairman. December 1946. 126pp. 
maps,graphs,tables. $2.50. (This study shows what 
has happéned to the Cincinnati area, both good and 
bad. The final section lists the things that must 
be done by the citizens of the community in order 
to continue at a high level of employment.) 


MANCHESTER STRLiT ZONING STUDY.City Planning Board, 
Concord, New Hampshire; Harold k. Langley, Chair- 
man. February 4, 1947. llpp.mimeo.map. (This re- 
port points out thatthe Zoning Boerd of Adjustment 
has been making changesin the zoning ordinance un- 
der the guise of variances.) 


REPORT ON PLAN PREPARATION OF STATE AND LOCaL PUB- 
LIC WORKS. Federal Works Agency, Bureau of Com- 
munity Facilities, Washington 25, D. C.; George H. 
Field, Commissioner. December 31, 1946. ‘T7lpp. 
mimeo.tables. (The third report states that 
$46,606,763 nas been advanced, providing for an 
estinated $1,529,211,000 of public works.) 


REFERENCE AND SOURCE MATERIAL ON: I. HOUSING AND 
HOUSING NEEDS: II. ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COSTS OF 
GOOD AND BAD HOUSING: III.- WHO PAYS FOR PUBLIC 
HOUSING. Federal Public Housing authority, Infor- 
mation Division, National Housing Agency, Washing- 
ton, D. C.; January 1947. 36pp.plano.tables. 


NEIGHBORHOOD STANDARDS. Section on Street Improve- 


ments. Land Planning Bulletin No. 3. Federal 
Housing Administration, Underwriting Division, 
Washington, D. C. January 1947. Unpaged,graphs, 


tables. 


GUIDING THE BUILDING BOOM. A Study of Areas Suit- 
able for Residential Development. Greater boston 
Development Conmittee, Inc., Advisory Committee on 
Residential Land Use Study,80 Federal Street, Bos- 
ton 10, Massachusetts; T. T. McCrosky, executive 
director. January 1947. 2lpp.illus.maps,tables. 


TRAFFIC SAFETY EDUCATION. The kno Foundation for 
Highway Traffic Control, Saugatuck, Connecticut; 
Herbert J. Stack, Cheirman of the Committee. Sep- 
tember, 1946. 68pp.illus. 
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Address requests directly to publishers. 


HISTOIRE Dk L'URBANISME. VOLUME II: RENAISSANCE ET 
THMPS MODERNES. Pierre Lavedan, Professeur & la 
Faculté des Lettres de Paris. Henri Laurens, Pa- 
ris. 1941. 504pp.illus. Wittenborn's, New York 
$7.00. (Admirable sequel to the author's monumen- 
tel first volume dealing with city planning in an- 
cient and medieval tines. Pierre Lavedan, who is 
also Director of the Institut de L'Urbenisme, here 
traces the historyof city planning from St. Peters- 
burg to distant Batavia from 1450 to 1800. Written 
in easy French,and for those who don't know French, 
lavish illustrations of plans, old prints, and 
photographs make the volume invaluable. Best his- 
tory of European city planningof this period avail- 
able anywhere. To be followed by a third on con- 
temporary planning.) Henry Reed, New York City. 


COMPREHENSIVE STUDY sNI REPORT ON PROPOSED ALAMITOS 
BAY WARINA.The City Planning Conrmission, Room 209, 
City Hall,Long Beech 2, California; Werner Ruchti, 
Director of Planning. Februery 17, 1947. ‘78pp. 
pleno.illus.meps,¢raphs,charts, tables. 


BUS RJUUT#S REPORT TO CITY MANAGER. City Engineer- 
ing Committee, Sacramento, California; Bartley MW. 
Cavanaugh, City Maneper. November 15, 1946. Var- 
iously paged. Mimeo.mseps,charts, tables. 


A PLAN FOR ETOBICOKE. E.G. Faludi. Town Planning 
Consultants Limited, 24 Bloor street. tast., Toronto 
5, Ontario,Canada;.A. Armstrong, Cnairman. 1947. 
36pp.illus.meps, charts, tables. 


PILCHMLAL ZONING - ITS PLaCRKIN ZONING LAW «ND PPO- 
CEDURE. John W. Reps. Copies may be obtained from 
the Springfield, Missouri, Chamber of Commerce. 
Unpuged. 15¢. (Offers the interesting thesis thet 
piecemeal zoning is legal and can serve a useful 
purpose. ) 


LAND SUBDIVISION, HOUSTON, TEXAS. 
Commission, Houston, Texas; Ralph S. 
rector of City Planning. 
charts, tables. 


City Pienning 
Ellifrit, Di- 
1940-1946. 19pr.maps, 





A MODEL STATE SUBDIVISION CONTROL LAW 


ASPO now hes available for 
distribution copies of 
sion control lew. 


very Linited 
a model state subdivi- 
This .s&w wes prepared after 
two years' study, and while many versons snd 
eeencies contrituted to the drafting of it, 
vorincipal credit for ussistance should po to 
the Nationel Housing Agency, and to Mr. Eugh 
Pomeroy. 

If consideration is being given to the 
revision of state subdivision Legislation, SPO 
wili be pled to provide «a copy of this model 
jaw, wonich of course would nave to te adapted 
to local needs in every instance. 
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